Kebvin L. Simmans, director of the Missouri Department of
Economic Development, |5 successfully meeting the challenge
to create jobs in Missour. In the first six months alane,
Sirmmons is alveacy taking ecanomic development in an
exclting new direction and job growth ks surging In Missowrl.

Upan his appaintment by Governar Bob Halden on December
[1, 2003, Simmons primary focus has been developing and
implementing new job grawth and retention strategies with
Missourd's local economic development partners to further

=x pedite the state's economic recoveny from the naticnal
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Lincier his directian, Missouri iz witnessing sound econamic
rramentum and one of the fastest rising job growth rates in
the mation. Missourl's job creation in june alone - 27,600 jobs
- ranked secand in the nation, Since lancary, Missaur payrolls
have grown by 59,600 jobs ar at a rate of 2.22 percent. which
ranks A% the second highest growth rate of any state and s
e than Dwice the national AVETATe.
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Slmmons ks pmwdmg ﬂlegtrnn_g leadership requined o further
boost Missouri's econamic momentum as well, Becently, e
was the driving force In the development and passage of
Covernor Holden's Jobs Mow Act. He will be responsible for
implementing the Act's pravisions, which will create new jobs,
Increase investments in public infrastructure, stimulate growth
af targeted industries and upgrade the skills of Missound's
workfarce, He will help implement the Tax Credit

Aocountabiliby Act, as well, increasing the efficlency and
effectivensss of the department's tax credit programs.

In addition to managing the state's efforts to stimulate
econamic, community, worklonce and toursm development
throughout Mizsourl, he also directs the following regulatory
agencies; the Division of Credit Unions, the Division of
Finance, the Office of the Public Counsel, the Divislan af
Professional Registration and the Missourd Public Service
Commissian.

KELVIN L. SIMMONS

Chierall, Simmons
DVETSEES MOre
than G0 separate
divisians,
commissions and
boards with

msare than

1 450 employees,
whibe administening & 3278 miflion budget and autlays of
millians of dollars in grants, tax credits amnd other asslstance fo
Missouri's communities and busindesses,

Az director he ks an ex-officio member of several boards,
inchuding the Missouri Technalogy Corparation, the Seed
Capital Imeestrnent Board, the Mizssourl Developrment Finance
Board and the MOST Board.

Previaushy, Simmaons senved as a commilssioner and chalrman
of the Public Service Commissian. Among his many
accamplishments at the P30 was the setthement of the largest
electriciny rate complaint case in state history, which has
regulted in several important pragrams that will benefif low-
Inccmne custommers and suppart comimunity econarmle
development efforts,

He was also elected twice to senve on the Kansas Ciny Council,
representing the Sth District; was Director for Constituent
Services for the late Convernor Mel Carmahan; was State
Director for Equal Emplayment Cpportunity in the Office of
Administration; served as State Palitical Director for the 1996
Clinton/Gore Presidental Campalgn; directed the 1992
Missouri Democratic Party's voter registration and "Get Qut the
Vote' camipalgn in Kansas City; and served as campaign aide
to former Congressman Alan Wheat.

He has received many awards and herors, induding the
Covernar's Torch of Exceflence Award for Leadership in
Diversity and the Public Service Lesdership Award from the
MAACP, 5t Louls City Branch in 2003,

Simmons, 40, reskdes in Calumbia. He has baccalaureate
degrees in Communications and Innerdisciplinary Studles from
the University of Missaun-Calumbia, an Execimive Masters in
Business Administration from the Unbwersitg of Missour-
Eansas City, and has studied and engaged in missians of
unclerstanding intemationally in Sweden, Finland, South Africa,
Cuba, Hong Kong and China, and panicipated In intermational
exchanges in famaica amxd France.
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